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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 26 November 13 at 7.00 pm there were present:

Councillors

Mrs
S Merrikin (Mayor) 



Mr 
P Kay (Deputy Mayor) 

Mr 
D Atherley
Mr 
I Baird

Mr 
S Cox 

Mr 
R Drury 

Mr
C Elsmore
Mrs 
E Elsmore 
Mrs
J Morgan

Mr 
G Prosser

Mr 
N Penny

Also Present County and District Cllr Paul McMahon and a member of the press.

Public Forum
Cllr C Elsmore raised his concern about the number of evening meetings running back to back and the problems this caused when meetings over ran. Cllr Merrikin agreed that this matter be referred to Finance and Office Committee for some alternatives to be found. 
Public Forum closed at 7.05 pm 
142. Apologies
Apologies were noted from Cllr C Morgan. 
Apologies were also received from PC Rob Dix. 

143. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Merrikin declared a personal interest in Cllr Drury’s members report.  
144. To allow dispensation requests 

There were no dispensations 

145. To approve the Minutes of 29 October 2013
The Minutes of the meeting held on 29 October 13 were noted and it was proposed that they be approved.


Proposed: Cllr Atherley 

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan 
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
146. To raise matters arising from the meeting of 29 October 2013

The Clerk reported that the dog waste bins were still not installed as had been reported by the Forest of Dean District Council. She also informed the Council that the CCTV cameras were being installed in the next few days. 
147. To hear report from the Police
There was no report from the police. 
Cllr Kay raised concern that PC Dix was unable to attend as he had been required to go to Cheltenham to police a football match. Cllr Kay wished to know if this meant that there was a shortage of police officers in the Forest of Dean area this evening and why police officers from this area were being called away. He was also disappointed that a replacement was not found to attend the meeting. It was proposed that the police were contacted and these points raised.

Proposed: Cllr
Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
148. To agree payments (see attached) 

Proposed: Cllr
Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
149. To agree petty cash payments (see attached)

Proposed: Cllr
Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
150. To note the monthly budget figures (see attached)
The monthly budget figures for October 2013 were noted and agreed. 

151. To agree the actions re the inadequate parking at Yew Tree Brake Cemetery. 
Cllrs raised concern about the dangerous parking at the Crematorium when a well attended funeral was held. This had been made worse by the boar digging up all the verges. It was feared that a serious accident would be caused by the congestion. Concern was also raised about the size of the crematorium. It can only seat about 80 people. This means at well attended funerals mourners are forced to congregate outside. 
It was recommended that a meeting be held in the New Year with the Forestry Commission, the Forest of Dean District Council, the managers of the Crematorium as well as other parish and town councils to try and find a temporary and long term solution. 

Proposed: Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
152. To note decisions of Public Safety Committee 
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. 


Proposed: Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
153. To agree the recommendation of the Events and Marketing Committee. 
Cllrs raised concern about the cost of the Sealed Knot event and asked that this be referred back to the committee for further negotiations

Proposed: Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan 

It was proposed the other recommendations be accepted. 
Proposed: Cllr
Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan 
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
154. To agree the recommendation of the Burial
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. 


Proposed: Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
155. To agree the recommendation of the Amenities Committee
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted.  


Proposed: Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
156. To agree the recommendation of the Finance and Office Committee
It was proposed the recommendations be accepted. 



Proposed: Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
157. To be updated on the NDP Steering Group Meeting 

The clerk reported that the inaugural meeting of the steering group had been held. The terms of reference had been set and a Chair elected. Future meeting would be held on 3 Wednesday of each month. The next meeting would be on the 15 January 13. A small working group had been charged with advertising the process more widely in the community. It was requested that The NDP steering group report back became a regular agenda item. 
158. To note the recommendation of the Planning Committee
The minutes of the planning meeting of 29 October and 12 November were noted. Cllr C Elsmore invited all councillors to attend the planning meeting on Wednesday 4 December at 6.30 pm as Nigel Gibbons Forward Planning Officer FoDDC & Wendy Jackson Regeneration Officer FoDDC were attending to discuss the future layout of the town centre regarding residential, commercial and industrial areas. 

159. Note Reports From Members (For Information Only)
The Mayor attended
1 Nov 13 


Caldicot School performance of Les Miserables. 
3 Nov 13 

Cemetery Sunday
9 Nov 13 

Supported poppy appeal in Coleford town centre selling poppies

Attended opening of Berry Hill Rugby Club new changing & community rooms 

10 Nov 13 

Remembrance Sunday parade 

11 Nov 13 

Remembrance Commemoration town centre. 
12 Nov 13 

Attended Yvonne Walkerdine Bursary concert.

25 Nov 13

Meeting with Cllr Molyneaux re Lawnstone House.
Cllr P Kay 


3 Nov 13 

Cemetery Sunday

10 Nov 13 

Remembrance Sunday parade 

11 Nov 13 

Remembrance Commemoration town centre. 

13 Nov 13 

Stored road salt 

25 Nov 13

Meeting with Cllr Molyneaux re Lawnstone House.

Cllr Kay reported he had asked a Freedom of Information request to the FoDDC regarding the cost of the Tesco inquiry. The cost had been £16,041.00 for barrister and expert witness only. This did not include the extensive time officers had spent preparing and attending the inquiry.  

Cllr I Baird 

7 Nov 13

WW1 Splinter Group 

10 Nov 13 

Remembrance Sunday parade 

13 Nov 13

NDP Steering group meeting 

Cllr C Elsmore 
3 Nov 13 

Cemetery Sunday

5 Nov 13 

Coleford Business Association meeting
5 Nov 13  

FoD Area Health Forum

10 Nov 13 

Remembrance Sunday parade 

11 Nov 13 

Remembrance Commemoration town centre. 

Cllr E Elsmore 

10 Nov 13 

Remembrance Sunday parade 

13 Nov 13

NDP Steering group meeting 

Cllr N Penny 

3 Nov 13 

Cemetery Sunday

25 Nov 13

Meeting with Cllr Molyneaux re Lawnstone House.

Informed the Council that a candidate had put themselves forward to be a co opted councillor. The clerk said she would contact the person and ensure that this was an item on the next Full Council agenda. 

Cllr G Prosser

10 Nov 13 

Remembrance Sunday parade 

11 Nov 13 

Remembrance Commemoration town centre. 

13 Nov 13 

Stored road salt 

25 Nov 13

Meeting with Cllr Molyneaux re Lawnstone House.

Cllr S Cox 

7 Nov 13

WW1 Splinter Group 

11 Nov 13 

Remembrance Commemoration town centre. 

25 Nov 13

Meeting with Cllr Molyneaux re Lawnstone House.

Cllr J Morgan

10 Nov 13 

Remembrance Sunday parade 

11 Nov 13 

Remembrance Commemoration town centre. 

25 Nov 13

Meeting with Cllr Molyneaux re Lawnstone House.





Bells Foundation

Cllr J Morgan reported that the Edward Bell charity was now defunct with the Charity Commission. Only 1 trustee is still alive. It was agreed to obtain more trustees to enable them to close the charity down and transfer the funds to the Bells Charity. Trustees were being sought from Newland PC, I from Coleford TC & I from West dean PC. It was suggested that Cllr C Elsmore be selected. This would be added as an agenda item for the next Full Council meeting. 
Cllr R Drury 

Reported that the Tesco inquiry response is still open for comments and he felt the disabled access could be improved by adding a disability ramp at the Lords Hill Carpark end of development. 

He also raised concern that the Citizen & Forrester had published the photograph of a resident of Wootton Lawn who had set fire to his room and been found guilty of arson. 
He attended a safe guarding meeting was surprised to hear that self harming amongst 10 -12 year old was increasing at an alarming rate. 

Cllr D Atherley 

10 Nov 13 

Remembrance Sunday parade 

11 Nov 13 

Remembrance Commemoration town centre. 

25 Nov 13

Meeting with Cllr Molyneaux re Lawnstone House.

160. To Note Reports From District And County Councillors 
Cllr C Elsmore attended:

Nov 13 

Attended a speed reading course 

Nov 13 

Economy & support Scrutiny 

14 Nov 13 

Leisure Centre Scrutiny 

18 Nov 13 

Recycling Meeting 

20 Nov 13  

CAB Presentation 

Cllr C Elsmore reported that the Leisure Centres except for Newent appear to be losing more money than was anticipated. Moves are afoot to find these anomalies and try to rectify the situation. Although better value for money was being obtained from recycling as there were fewer charges for landfill. He also raised concern about a local report which shows the Forest Dean has the lowest educational attainment at GCSE in the county. 

District Cllr P McMahon

Thanked the Council for its support for the Remembrance events and complimented the Council on its newsletter. 
He reported that a maladministration complaint had been put into the District Council over the supermarket debacle in Lydney. This has not been satisfactorily resolved by the District Council and would now be sent onto the Ombudsman. 

County Cllr P McMahon

The county had approached the Secretary of State for Education Michael Gove MP to grant Gloucestershire parity of funding for education for Gloucestershire pupils. The allocation per child was considerably below that received in other counties. The new Highways Advisory contract had been chosen. 

161. To Note Correspondence 
Members noted the items of correspondence received during November. The letter from Diana Gash about the registering of St Johns Church as a community asset was discussed. Cllr C Elsmore reported that churches were not eligible for this status. The request from Mr Steve Parry Hearn that Coleford participate in Small Business Saturday on 7 December 2013 was discussed it was agreed that posters would be put up in the town centre advertising the day. 
The meeting finished at 9.00 pm
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